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gina.hong@laccla.org | (213) 342 1572 
3 || LYDIA NICHOLSON (SBN 339152) 
4 lydia.nicholson@laccla.org | (424) 325-5842 
346 S. Gless St., Los Angeles, CA 90033 

5 || Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

7 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – CENTRAL DISTRICT 

8 

LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE Caso? AA АЕ 

2 || COALITION, 

10 Br VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDATE ORDERING COMPLIANCE WITH 

11 v. THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
12 CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, [Government Code §§ 6250 et seq.; Code of Civil 
13 Respondent Procedure § 1085] 
14 
15 
16 1. Petitioner seeks a writ of mandate requiring Respondent to immediately make available 
17 || code-compliant public records requested pursuant to the California Public Records Act 
18 || (“СРКА”), Government Code $ 6250, et seq. Petitioner also respectfully requests this Court 
19 || grant relief in the form of costs of suit, attorney’s fees, and other appropriate and just relief 
20 || resulting from Respondent’s unlawful conduct. 
21 PARTIES 
22 
23 2. Petitioner, Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition (“LASC” or Petitioner"), is an 
24 || unincorporated association that uses public records requests to collect and publish information 
25 || about government activity in the Los Angeles area. LASC advocates for transparency in 
26 || government records and public meetings. For example, LASC recently testified before the Senat 
27 || Committee on Governance and Finance regarding potential changes in California open 
28 || government law. LASC is a member of the public within the meaning of $$ 6252(b)-(c). 
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3. Respondent ће City of South Pasadena (“Respondent”) is a local public agency within 
the meaning of Gov. Code §§ 6252(a), (d). 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


4. This court has jurisdiction over this petition pursuant to Gov. Code §§ 6258 & 6259, 
Code Civ. Proc. § 1085, and Article VI, Section 10 of the California Constitution. 

5. Venue is proper in this Court. The records in question, or some portion of them, are 
situated in the County of Los Angeles, Gov. Code § 6259; the acts or omissions complained of 
occurred in the County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 393; and Respondent is located in the 
County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 395. 


ALLEGATIONS 


6. This dispute arises from the failure of the City of South Pasadena to respond to a request 
for public records. 

7. Petitioner’s request for public records: On September 27, 2022, the Petitioner 
requested a roster of sworn South Pasadena police officers including specific information— 
name, rank, serial and badge numbers, gender, and race of each officer. Petitioner requested this 
information be provided in a character-searchable, electronic format. A true and correct copy of 
the request is attached as Exhibit 1. 

8. Respondent’s initial response: Also on September 27, 2022, the Respondent 
acknowledged receipt of Petitioner’s request. The following day, on September 28, 2022, 
Respondent produced a list of sworn South Pasadena police officers with their names and badge 
numbers, but refused to produce demographic gender and race information of any such officer, 
claiming exemptions per “Government Code section 6254(c), Penal Code section 832.7, and 
Penal Code section 832.8.” A true and correct copy of Respondent’s response, including the 
produced record, is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

9. Petitioner’s reply: On September 29, 2022, Petitioner renewed its request for 


demographic information of sworn South Pasadena police officers, emphasizing that Section 
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6254(c) of the Government Code only exempts records where “the disclosure of which would 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 

10. Respondent’s further response: On October 7, 2022, Respondent responded to 
Petitioner, stating that the Respondent could continue to claim exemptions per Government Code 
§ 6254(c), and Penal Code §§ 832.7 and 832.8. However, Respondent then provided a further 
document that indeed lists the race and sex of police officers, but contains redactions for the 
names and titles of each officer, thereby making it impossible to identify what demographic 
information correlates to which officer. A true and correct copy of Respondent’s further 
response, including the produced record, is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 

11. Respondent’s violations: Respondent claims an inapplicable exemption under Section 
6254(c), which exempts “[p]ersonnel, medical, or similar files, the disclosure of which would 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy"—not all and any information contained 
in a peace officer’s personnel file. Gov. C. § 6254(c). Further, the information sought is not 
protected by Penal Code § 832.8, which limits protected documents of law enforcement officers 
to “(1) Personal data, including marital status, family members, educational and employment 
history, home addresses, or similar information. (2) Medical history. (3) Election of employee 
benefits. (4) Employee advancement, appraisal, or discipline. (5) Complaints, or investigations о 
complaints, concerning an event or transaction in which he or she participated, or which he or 
she perceived, and pertaining to the manner in which he or she performed his or her duties. (6) 
Any other information the disclosure of which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy.” Pen. C. § 832.8. Simple demographic information such as race and gender 
(which is apparent to any individual who encounters any law enforcement officer) is not 
information protected per statute. 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE AND RELIEF PURSUANT TO THE 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT, GOV. CODE 88 6250, et seq. 
12. Petitioner incorporates herein by reference the allegations above, as if set forth in full. 
13. Petitioner is entitled to seek a writ of mandate and declaratory relief in response to 


violation of the CPRA. Gov. Code § 6258. Petitioner has no plain, speedy, adequate remedy in 
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the ordinary course of law, other than the relief sought in this petition. Code Civ. Proc. 8 
1086.31. 

14. Respondent has a clear, present, ministerial duty to comply with Gov. Code §§ 6250, et 
seq. Respondent has repeatedly acted and continues to act in violation of the CPRA by denying 
access to public records and information through its failure to assist the Petitioner in identifying 
which records would contain the information sought, and its failure to produce code-compliant 
documents in requested electronic formats. Gov. Code §§ 6253.1, 6253.9(a) 

15. Petitioner has performed all conditions precedent to filing this petition. There are no 
administrative exhaustion requirements under Gov. Code §§ 6250, et seq. 

16. An actual controversy exists between the parties concerning whether Respondent has 
engaged in conduct that violates the statutory requirements of the CPRA. A judicial 


determination to resolve this actual controversy is necessary and appropriate at this time. 
REQUEST FOR RELIEF 


17. WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests judgement as follows: 

18. That the Court issue a peremptory writ of mandate directing Respondent to make all 
requested documents available for inspection and provide a quote for direct costs of duplication 
of the records within 10 days of the Court’s order; 

19. That the Court enter an order awarding Petitioner its costs of suit and reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred in bringing this litigation; 


20. For such other relief as this Court deems just and proper. 


Dated: 11/25/2022 


Respectfully submitted, 


LA CENTER FOR COMMUNITY LAW AND ACTION 


4 


VERIFIED PETITION 


VD 0 NI A tA A QU N н 


N N N N N N N N KN —— a HF PF - a — pa Lm Y 
oN QN 4 A о N = O © 0 = QN 4 A QU N = Cc 


By: 


Gina g, Esq. 


Attorneys for Petitioner 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Adrian Riskin, have read the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandate and know the contents 
thereof. The same is true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters alleged on 


information and belief, and, as to those matters, I believe them to be true. 


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 


true and correct. Executed this 25th day of _ November in Los Angeles, California 


by: 


ы on behalf of 


LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE COALITION 
Petitioner 
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EXHIBIT 1 


Subject: CPRA request (SP.2022.09.27.a) 

From: adrian@chez-risk.in 

Date: 9/27/22, 14:04 

To: "City Clerk's Division" <cityclerk@southpasadenaca.gov> 


Good day, South Pas. 


I would like to see a roster of SPPD police sworn officers including the following information: 


Name 

rank 

serial number 

badge number if different 
gender 

race 


ол Бомон 


Please note that I need this information in some kind of character-searchable electronic format. XLSX is ideal but 
others should work. Also please note that I'm intentionally not using your PRR form, so there's no need to point that 
out to me. 

Thanks, 


A. 


EXHIBIT 2 


Subject: RE: CPRA request (SP.2022.09.27.a) PRR No. 2022-315 
From: Yolanda Chavez 

Date: 9/27/22, 16:29 

To: "adrian@chez-risk.in" <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

CC: Desiree Jimenez <djimenez@southpasadenaca.gov> 


Good Afternoon, 


The City of South Pasadena is in receipt of your Public Records Request and your request will be processed in compliance 
with the Public Records Act. 


California Government Code Section 6253. 

Each agency, upon request for a copy of record, shall, within 10 days from receipt of the request, determine whether the 
request, in whole or in part, seeks copies of disclosable public records in the possession of the agency and shall 
promptly notify the person making the request of the determination and the reasons therefore. In unusual circumstances, 
the time limit prescribed in this section may be extended, by written notice by the head of the agency, or his or her 
designee, to the person making the request, setting for the reasons for the extension and the date on which a 
determination is expected to be dispatched. No notice shall specify a date that would result in an extension for more 
than 14 days. Per Section 6255, certain records of a personal nature which may be part of an application shall not be 
disclosed where the City has determined that the public interest in disclosure is outweighed by the public interest in 
nondisclosure. 


There is no charge for electronic copies. If hardcopies are requested, you will be notified in advance of the cost. 
Please refer to the City's Fee Schedule for records related costs. Please note that the fees above are subject to 
change. 


For questions related to your public records request, please contact the South Pasadena City Clerk's Office at 
cityclerk@southpasadenca.gov. 


Thank you. 


City Clerk Division 

City of South Pasadena 

1414 Mission St. South Pasadena, CA, 91030 
Tel. (626) 403-7230 

Fax (626) 403 -6 7211 
cityclerk@southpasadenaca. gov 


T Original Message----- 

From: adrian@chez-risk.in <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 2:05 PM 

To: City Clerk's Division <CityClerk@southpasadenaca.gov> 
Subject: CPRA request (SP.2022.09.27.a) 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of South Pasadena. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 


Good day, South Pas. 


I would like to see a roster of SPPD police sworn officers including the following information: 


Name 

rank 

serial number 

badge number if different 
gender 

race 


ол Бомон 


Please note that I need this information in some kind of character-searchable electronic format. XLSX is ideal but 
others should work. Also please note that I'm intentionally not using your PRR form, so there's no need to point that 
out to me. 

Thanks, 


A. 


Subject: RE: CPRA request (SP.2022.09.27.a) 

From: Yolanda Chavez 

Date: 9/28/22, 19:20 

To: "adrian@chez-risk.in" <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

CC: Desiree Jimenez <djimenez@southpasadenaca.gov> 


Dear A., 


The City of South Pasadena ("City") received your California Public Records Act request number 2022-315 dated September 
27, 2022, requesting documents pursuant to the California Public Records Act ("PRA") (Cal. Gov. Code section 6250 et. 
seq.). Pursuant to Government Code Section 6253(c) this email shall serve as a formal response to your request and 
notification that I am the person responsible for the determination of which records are responsive and subject to 
production. Specifically, you request "а roster of SPPD police sworn officers including the following information: 1. 
Name 2. Rank 3. Serial number 4. Badge number if different 5. Gender 6. Race." 


The City is providing a record responsive to your request, attached to this email. Additionally, in order to assist you 
in reading the record, please see the following key: 


Key to RCL# 
Letter is the Rank and the number is the officer's badge/serial number. 


C=Chief 

LT=Lieutenant 

D/S= Detective Sergeant 
S=Sergeant 

CP= Corporal 

D = Detective 

K9 = Canine handler (Officer) 
М = Motor Officer 

Р Police Officer 


Il 


1 


Police officer гасе and gender information is protected under Government Code section 6254(c), Penal Code section 832.7, 
and Penal Code section 832.8, and will not be disclosed. 


Under Government Code section 6253.1, please let me know if you would like to discuss your request further or if I can 
assist you in clarifying the request, identifying records responsive to the request, or requesting additional records. 


At this time the City has deemed your request completed and will close this request. 
Thank you. 

Yolanda Chavez, CMC 

City of South Pasadena 


(626) 403-7230 
ychavez@southpasadenaca. gov 


T Original Message----- 

From: adrian@chez-risk.in <adrian@chez-risk.in> 

Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 2:05 PM 

To: City Clerk's Division <CityClerk@southpasadenaca.gov> 
Subject: CPRA request (SP.2022.09.27.a) 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of South Pasadena. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 


Good day, South Pas. 


I would like to see a roster of SPPD police sworn officers including the following information: 


1. Name 

2. rank 

3. serial number 

4. badge number if different 
5. gender 

6. race 


Please note that I need this information in some kind of character-searchable electronic format. XLSX is ideal but 
others should work. Also please note that I'm intentionally not using your PRR form, so there's no need to point that 
out to me. 


Thanks, 


[PIS 


Regular Police Personnel List 9.14.22 Sworn Only.pdf 110 KB 


SOUTH PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
REGULAR POLICE PERSONNEL 


NAME RCL# NAME RCL# 


Brian Solinsky С-1 Fernando Sandoval K9-137 
Thomas Jacobs LT-182 Daren Wong P-164 
Shannon Robledo LT-180 Richard Lee D-171 
Tony Abdalla D/S-151 Randy Wise CP-179 
Matthew Ronnie S-152 Jeff Holland M-169 
Spencer Louie S-188 Avick Manukian CP-194 
Andrew Dubois S-189 Michael Sanchez СР-195 
Craig Phillips S-201 Christopher Perez К9-202 
Ryan Hang D-205 
Gilbert Carrillo CP-206 
Elias G-Garrido P-209 
Patrick Zamora P-210 
Tyler Borrello CP-212 
Timothy Kim P-213 
Carlos Pech P-214 
David Calderon P-215 
Catalina Valdez P-216 
Issac Gutierrez P-217 
Michael Smith P-218 
Christina Roppo P-219 
Ederson Gramajo  P-220 
Nicholas Godoy P-222 


K07 
K08 


RESERVE PERSONNEL 


NAME 


Anthony Chan 


9/14/2022 


EXHIBIT 3 


Subject: FW: PRA 315 Disclosure 

From: Yolanda Chavez 

Date: 10/7/22, 18:39 

To: "Adrian@chez-risk.in" <Adrian@chez-risk.in> 


Dear A.: 


This email serves as a follow-up response to your California Public Records Act request number 2022-315 dated September 
27, 2022, seeking "a roster of SPPD police sworn officers including the following information: 1. Name 2. Rank 3. Serial 
number 4. Badge number if different 5. Gender 6. Race." 


On September 28, 2022, the City provided an initial response to your request, which provided you a responsive document. 
The City continues to assert that individualized police officer race and gender information is protected under 
Government Code section 6254(c), Penal Code section 832.7, and Penal Code section 832.8, and will not be disclosed. 
However, upon further review of our records, the City is providing you an additional responsive record, attached to this 
email. 


At this time the City has deemed your request completed and will close this request. 


Thank you. 


Yolanda Chavez 


[pum 


Redacted PRR No.2022-315 (Police Sworn) 9.28.22.pdf 276 KB 
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